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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR Id 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this appUcation is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. AppUcanfs submission filed on 12/23/2005 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments include the failure of previously applied art to expressly disclose 
"the EMS further configured to automatically monitor the network elements based on which of 
the network elements are determined, by the EMS, to be of interest to the clients". See 
Response, dated 12/23/05, page 12, lines 1-13. It is evident fi-om the detailed mappings found in 
the rejection(s) below that US Patent Application No. 2003/0005099 by Sven et al, disclosed this 
fimctionality (Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). Further, it is clear fi-om the numerous teachings 
(currently cited) that the provision for GUI, was widely implemented in the networking art. 
Thus, Applicant's arguments drawn toward distinction of the claimed invention and the prior art 
teachings on this point are not considered persuasive. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and v^as published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-5, 11-14, 17-21 and 27-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by US Patent Application No. 2003/0005099 by Sven et al. 

In claim 1, Sven teaches about a communication system, comprising (Fig 1): 

a plurality of clients "Clients 210" (Paragraph 33, lines 1-10) ; 

a plurality of network elements (devices 205, properties) (Paragraph 33, lines 1- 
10) (Paragraph 52, lines 1-18); and 

an element management system (EMS) "Event Manager" interfaced with the 
clients and the network elements, the EMS configured to track which of the network elements 
are of interest to the clients, the EMS further configured to automatically monitor the network 
elements based on which of the network elements are determined, by the EMS, to be of interest 
to the clients, the EMS further configured to provide the clients with information indicative of 
the monitored elements (Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). 

In claim 2, Sven teaches about a communication system of claim 1 , wherein the EMS is 
configured to detect a change in a state of one of the monitored elements and to provide one of 
the clients with information indicative of the state in response to the detected change (Paragraph 
52, lines 1-18). 
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In claim 3, Sven teaches about a communication system of claim 1, wherein the EMS is 
configured to detect a change in a state of one of the monitored elements, and wherein the EMS 
is further configured to identify which of the clients are interested in the one monitored element 
and to provide each of the identified cUents with information indicative of the state in response to 
the detected change (Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). 

In claim 4, Sven teaches about a system of claim 1, wherein the EMS is configured to 
identify which of the clients are interested in one of the network elements and to provide each of 
the identified clients with information indicative of a state of the one network element 
(Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). 

In claim 5, Sven teaches about a system of claim 4, wherein the EMS is configured to 
transmit the information indicative of the state of the one network to each of the identified clients 
in response to a determination, by the EMS, that the state has changed (Paragraph 52, lines 1- 
18). 

In claim 11, Sven teaches about an element management system (EMS) "Event Manager 
250" for managing elements of a communication network, comprising (Paragraph 52, lines 1- 
18) (Fig 3); 

means for tracking which of the network elements "devices properties" are of interest to a 
plurahty of clients (Paragraph 52, lines 1-18); 

means for automatically monitoring the network elements of interest to the clients 
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based on the tracking means (Paragraph 52, lines 1-18); and 

means for providing the clients with information indicative of the monitored elements 
(Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). 

In claim 12, Sven teaches about a system of claim 1 1, wherein the monitoring means is 
configured to detect a change in a state of one of the monitored elements, and wherein the means 
for providing is configured to transmit the information to one of the clients in response to a 
detection of the change by the monitoring means (Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). 

In claim 13, Sven teaches about a system of claim 1 1, wherein the monitoring means is 
configured to detect a change in a state of one of the monitored elements, and wherein the means 
for providing is configured to identify which of the clients are interested in the one monitored 
element and to transmit information indicative of the state to each of the identified clients in 
response to a detection of the change by the monitoring means (Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). 

In claim 14, Sven teaches about a system of claim 11, wherein the tracking means is 
configured to identify which of the clients are interested in one of the network elements, and 
wherein the providing means provides the information based on the tracking means (Paragraph 
52, lines 1-18). 

In claim 17, Sven teaches about a method for managing elements of a communication 
network, comprising the steps of (Fig 3): 
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tracking which of the network elements are of interest to a plurality of clients (Paragraph 
52, lines 1-18); 

automatically monitoring the network elements based on the tracking step (Paragraph 52, 

lines 1-18); and 

providing the clients with information indicative of the monitored elements (Paragraph 
52, lines 1-18). 

In claim 18, Sven teaches about a method of claim 17, further comprising the steps of: 
detecting a change in a state of one of the monitored elements based on the monitoring 
step, wherein the providing step includes the step of providing one of the clients with 
information indicative of the state in response to the detecting step (Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). 

In claim 19, Sven teaches about a method of claim 17, further comprising the steps of: 
detecting a change in a state of one of the monitored elements (Paragraph 52, lines 1-18); 

and 

identifying which of the clients are interested in the one monitored element based 
on the tracking step, wherein the providing step includes the step of providing each of the 
identified clients with information indicative of the state in response to the detecting step 
(Paragraph 44, lines 1-12) (Paragraph 58, lines 10-25). 

In claim 20, Sven teaches about a method of claim 17, further comprising the step of: 
identifying which of the clients are interested in one of the network elements 
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based on the tracking step, wherein the providing step includes the step of transmitting, to each 
of the identified clients, information indicative of a state of the one network element based on the 
identifying step (Paragraph 52, Hnes 1-18). 

In claim 21, Sven teaches about a method of claim 20, further comprising the step of: 
detecting a change in a state of the one monitored element, wherein the transmitting step is 
performed in response to the detecting step (Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). 



In claim 27, Sven teaches about a communication system of claim 1, wherein the EMS is 
configured to begin monitoring at least one of the network elements in response to a 
determination by the EMS that at least one of the clients is currently interested in the at least one 
network element (Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). 

In claim 28, Sven teaches about a communication system of claim 1, wherein the EMS is 
configured to poll the network elements based on which of the network elements are determined, 
by the EMS, to be of interest to the clients (Paragraph 18, lines 10-17) (Paragraph 52, lines 1- 
18). 

In claim 29, Sven teaches about a communication system of claim 28, wherein the EMS 
is configured to poll at least one of the network elements in response to a determination that at 
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least one of the clients is interested in the at least one network element (Paragraph 18, lines 10- 
17) (Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). 

In claim 30, Sven teaches about a communication system of claim 1, wherein the EMS is 
configured to receive, fi-om one of the clients, a command for changing a configuration of one of 
the network elements identified by the command, and wherein the EMS is configured to change 
the configuration of the one network element in response to the command (Paragraph 44, lines 1- 
19). 

In claim 31, Sven teaches about a communication system of claim 30, wherein the EMS 
is configured to transmit, in response to the command, a notification of the change in the 
configuration of the one network element to each of the clients determined by the EMS to be 
interested in the one network element (Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). 

In claim 32, Sven teaches about a method of claim 17, wherein the monitoring step 
comprises the step of: 

initiating monitoring of at least one of the network elements in response to a. 
determination that at least one of the clients is currently interested in the at least one network 
element (Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). 
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In claim 33, Sven teaches about a method of claim 17, wherein the monitoring step 
comprises the step of polling the network elements based on the tracking step (Paragraph 18, 
lines 10-17) (Paragraph 52, lines 1-18) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made, 

4. Claims 6-10, 15-16 and 22-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent AppUcation No. 2003/0005099 by Sven et al as appHed to claims 1, 1 1 and 17 
respectively above, and further in view of US Patent No. 6,895,431 by Bero. 

In claim 6, Sven teaches all the limitation wherein the EMS is configured to store code 
"control object" defining an associated with one of the network elements "devices properties", 
the EMS "Event Manager" configured to retrieve the code in response to a request received from 
one of the clients and to transmit the retrieved code to the one client, wherein the request 
identifies the one network element (Paragraph 34, lines 1-6) (Paragraph 38, lines 1-15) 
(Paragraph 40, lines 1-8) (Paragraph 49, lines 1-11) but does not explicitly teach about a system 
of claim 1 , wherein a graphical user interface (GUI) is used. Sven teaches about the need for an 
efficient way to present device setting information to a user interface (Paragraph 9, lines 1-10) 
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Bero (from applicant IDS) teaches of the need and benefit of using a GUI in a dynamic 
configuration operation in which users are allowed to view and change configuration information 
(Col 7, lines 5-15) (Col 7, lines 50-60) (Col 8, lines 20-35). GUI is known in the art to be user 
friendly as the complication of the underlying operating code is represented by a user- friendly 
graphical interface, which allows dynamic operation to be conducted efficiently. 

It would have been obvious for some one of ordinary skill to improve on the invention of 
Sven by using the GUI approach of Bero in order to support the dynamic nature of the 
configuration and monitoring processes while providing a user fiiendly interface. 

In claim 7, Sven combined with Bero, teaches about a system of claim 6, wherein the 
EMS is configured to enable a user to update the stored GUI code, and wherein the EMS is 
further configured to detect an update to the stored GUI code and to transmit the updated GUI 
code to the one client in response to a detection of the update (Covered in claim 6) (Sven 
Paragraph 48, lines 1-12). 

In claim 8, Sven teaches about a system of claim 6, wherein the EMS is configured to 
maintain data indicative of which of the clients are interested in which of the networks, the EMS 
configured to update the data in response to the request (Covered in claim 6) (Sven Paragraph 
48, lines 1-12) (Sven Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). 

In claim 9, Sven combined with Bero, teaches about a system of claim 8, wherein the 
one client is configured to display a GUI based on the GUI code transmitted to the one client, the 
one client fiirther configured to close the GUI in response to a user input and to transmit a 
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message to the EMS upon closing the GUI, wherein the EMS is configured to update the data in 
response to the message (Covered in claim 6) (Sven Paragraph 33, lines 1-9). A GUI running on 
top of TCP/IP (connection oriented) requires the establishment of a session when in operation. 
By closing the GUI, the session is terminated according to the protocol of TCP/IP, which is 
communicated to the destination (EMS) while in the process of closing the session. 

In claim 10, Sven combined with Bero, teaches about a system of claim 9, wherein the 
one client is configured to discard the GUI code transmitted to the one client upon closing the 
GUI (Covered in claim 6) (Sven Paragraph 33, lines 1-9). Without a TCP/IP session all intended 
data transfer is discarded. 

In claim 15, Sven combined with Bero, teaches about a system of claim 11, further 
comprising: 

means for storing graphical user interface (GUI) code defining a GUI associated with one 
of the network elements (Covered in claim 6) (Sven Paragraph 48, lines 1-12); 

means for retrieving the GUI code in response to a request received from one of the 
clients (Sven Paragraph 18, lines 10-18); and 

means for transmitting the retrieved GUI code to the one client, wherein the request 
identifies the one client (Sven Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). 

In claim 16, Sven teaches about a system of claim 15, fiirther comprising: 
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means for updating the stored GUI code (Covered in claim 6) (Sven Paragraph 48, lines 
1-12); and 

means for detecting an update to the stored GUI code by the updating means, wherein the 
transmitting means is configured to transmit the updated code to the one client in response to the 
detected update (Sven Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). 

In claim 22, Sven teaches about a method of claim 17, further comprising the steps of 
storing graphical user interface (GUI) code remotely from the clients, the GUI code defining a 
GUI associated with one of the network elements (Covered in claim 6) (Sven Paragraph 40, 
lines 1-10); 

retrieving the GUI code in response to a request received from one of the clients (Sven 
Paragraph 52, lines 1-18); and 

transmitting the retrieved GUI code to the one client, wherein the request identifies the 
one network element (Sven Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). 

In claim 23, Sven teaches about a method of claim 22, further comprising the steps of: 
enabling a user to update the stored GUI code (Covered in claim 6) (Sven Paragraph 48, 
lines 1-12); 

detecting an update to the stored GUI code (Sven Paragraph 52, lines 1-18) ; and 
transmitting the updated GUI code to the one client in response to the detecting step 
(Sven Paragraph 52, lines 1-18) . 
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In claim 24, Sven teaches about a method of claim 22, further comprising the steps of 
maintaining data indicative of which of the clients are interested in which of the network 
elements (Sven Paragraph 52, lines 1-18) ; and 

updating the data in response to the request (Sven Paragraph 52, lines 1-18). 

In claim 25, Sven teaches about a method of claim 24, further comprising the steps of : 
displaying a GUI at the one client based on the GUI code transmitted in the transmitting 
step (Covered in claim 6) (Sven Paragraph 48, lines 1-12); 

receiving a user input (Sven Paragraph 48, lines 1-12); 
closing the displayed GUI in response to the user input (Sven Paragraph 33, lines 1-10); and 

updating the data in response to the closing step (Sven Paragraph 33, lines 1-10). A GUI 
running on top of TCP/IP (connection oriented) requires the establishment of a session when in 
operation. By closing the GUI, the session is terminated according to the protocol of TCP/IP, 
which is communicated to the destination (EMS) while in the process of closing the session. 
In claim 26, Sven teaches about a method of claim 25, further comprising the step of: 
discarding, in response to the closing step, the GUI code transmitted to the one client 
(Sven Paragraph 33, lines 1-10). Without a TCP/IP session all intended data transfer is discarded. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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US 2002/0194320 by Collins et al, teaches about a remote support system. 
US 2003/0101251 by Low, teaches about a Customizable element management system 
and method using element modeling and protocol adapters. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael S, A. Delgado whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3926. The examiner can normally be reached on 7.30 AM - 5.30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, WilUam C. Vaughn Jr. can be reached on (571)272-3922. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




